
Build Kansas Fund | Fiscal Year 2024 
Application Package | Memo 
 

Page 1 of 2 

 

To: Senator Ty Masterson, Chair, Build Kansas Advisory Committee 
Murl Riedel, Kansas Legislative Research Department 

 Shauna Wake, Office of the Kansas State Treasurer 
 
From:  Vanessa Lamoreaux, Kansas Department of Transportation 
 
RE: Build Kansas Fund Application # 2024-001-NWKPDC 
 
Date: October 16, 2023 
 
 
Attached, please find an application made to the Build Kansas Fund by the City of Russell. 
 
The application packet includes the following items: 

• Coversheet – provides a high-level overview of the application including a unique 
identification number for the application and tracking information for the application review 
and advice process. (Page 1, upper LEFT corner page number reference) 

• Build Kansas Fund Application – includes information the applicant submitted with the Build 
Kansas Fund Application. Please note this applicant provided their complete Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) grant application. (Page 2-9, upper LEFT corner page number 
reference) 

• Attachments – provided as part of the Build Kansas Application submission but called out here 
for reference and special notes. Additional attachment references are made in the BIL grant 
submission which are not accessible.  (Page 10-29, upper LEFT corner page number reference) 

 
Project Overview 
 
Following a winter storm in 2021, with sustained winds of 100 miles per hour and the electric 
distribution system was extensively damaged. This resulted in lengthy power outages and required 
mutual aid assistance from other municipal utilities to restore power. The city seeks to avoid future 
electric disruption due to weather-related events and provide a sustainable electric grid to 
customers. A study of the system has been completed with recommendation of project staging to 
replace the current system.  
 
The city has submitted a BIL grant application to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
for the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program. The city seeks Build Kansas 
Funds to supplement their planned local match. 
 
BRIC applications were due in January 2023 with a rolling award schedule. This submission has been 
recognized by FEMA as a potential project for funding. Although the BRIC application has been 
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officially submitted, the Kansas Infrastructure Hub and Build Kansas Steering Committee 
recommended the city submit a Build Kansas Fund Application as no Federal Award has been made 
for this project.  
 
Build Kansas Fund Steering Committee Recommendation 
 
The Build Kansas Fund Steering Committee reviewed this application on October 2, 2023 following a 
successful completeness check. The Steering Committee RECOMMENDS APPROVAL of Build Kansas 
Funding to the Build Kansas Advisory Committee for final advice. 
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Date Of Completeness Check: 9/27/2023 
Date Forwarded to Steering Committee: 10/2/2023 
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Build Kansas Fund Application Number 2024-001-NWKPDC 

Project Name 
City of Russell, North Residential 1 & 2 Electrical 
Distribution Rehabilitation  

Entity Type Local Government 

Economic Development District (EDD) 
Planning Commission 

Northwest EDD  
Northwest Kansas Planning & Development Commission 

Infrastructure Sector(s) Energy 

BIL Program 
97.047, FEMA 
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) 

BIL Program Type Discretionary 

BIL Application Deadline Rolling, First Deadline: 1/27/2023 

Build Kansas Fund Request $339,941.61 

Technical Assistance Received 

General  No 
BIL Application No 
Build Kansas Fund Application  Yes 
Other (Brief Description): 

Application Notes 
Build Kansas Fund Contribution of $339,941.61 may 
unlock an additional $339,941.61 in local funding and 
$2,039,649.66 in federal BIL funding 

Build Kansas Fund Deadline 11/15/2023 

Steering Committee 
Funding Recommendation  

10/4/2023 | Recommend 

Advisory Committee Target Review 10/26/2023 

Advisory Committee 
Funding Advice 

DATE | Recommend or Deny 



Kansas Infrastructure Hub Powered by Submittable

Title City of Russell
by Shayla Peck in Build Kansas Fund Fiscal Year
2024 Application
133 W. 8th
Russell, Kansas
67665
United States
7854836311
treasurer@russellcity.org

09/26/2023

id. 44193266

Original Submission 09/26/2023

Part 1: Applicant Information

The name of the
entity applying for the
Build Kansas Fund:

City of Russell

Project Name: North Residential 1 & 2 Electrical Distribution Rehabilitation

Entity type: Local Government

Applicant Contact
Name:

Shayla
Peck

Applicant Contact
Position/Title:

City Treasurer

Applicant Contact
Telephone Number:

+17854836311

Applicant Contact
Email Address:

treasurer@russellcity.org

Applicant Contact
Address:

PO Box 112

Applicant Contact
Address Line 2
(optional):

133 W. 8th

Applicant Contact
City:

Russell

Applicant Contact
State:

Kansas

Applicant Contact Zip
Code:

67665
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Is the Project
Contact the same as
the Applicant
Contact?

Yes

Part 2: Build Kansas Fund - Eligibility Criteria

Certify that you are
pursuing a viable
Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity for which
your entity is eligible:

Yes

Certify that the
Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity you are
pursuing has a non-
federal match
component:

Yes

What is the primary
county that the
project will occur in?

Russell County

The Build Kansas Fund is intended to support Kansas-based infrastructure projects. Please
provide a list of all the zip codes this project will be located in, along with an estimated percent [%]
of the project located in that zip code. For example, if seeking funding for road infrastructure,
provide a rough percent of the roads expected in each zip code:
Zip Code Percentage.xlsx

Part 3: Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) - Grant Application
Information Please Note: This information is related to the federal
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding opportunity to which you
will apply. This is NOT information for the Build Kansas Match Fund.

Please enter the
Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity title that
the entity is applying
for:

Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC)

What is the federal
funding agency for
this Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity?

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
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What is the
Assistance Listing
Number (ALN) for this
Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity?

97.047

What is the
application due date
for this Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity?

1/27/2023

What is the federal
fiscal year for this
Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity?

2024

Enter the amount of
funding being applied
for, from the
Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law
(BIL) funding
opportunity:

2719532.88

Part 4: Build Kansas Fund - Match Application Information

Enter the match
amount requested
from the Build
Kansas Fund:

339941.61

Is the project able to
move forward with a
lesser match amount
than requested?

Yes

If you are awarded
less match than the
amount requested, at
what amount would
your project NOT be
able to move
forward?

0.0

Expected breakdown of funding sources to support the project: Enter the funding source and
projected amount from each source to support this project:
Kansas DOT table.xlsx
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Part 5: Build Kansas Fund - Means Test

Confirm that there
are no available
funding sources
currently planned to
go unused by your
entity that could be
leveraged for this
project:

Yes

Confirm there are no
available American
Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) or
Coronavirus State &
Local Fiscal
Recovery Fund
monies that could be
used for this match:

Yes

Confirm that you
have explored other
readily available
funding sources
(federal or non-
federal) to be used
for this match:

Yes

Briefly describe your
efforts to find other
available funding
sources for this
project:

The City of Russell continually seeks alternative methods of funding
to alleviate the financial burden of the utility on its customers. As a
Public Power Entity, the City of Russell strives to provide sustainable
service at an affordable rate. Staff continues to research funding
opportunities to best serve our customers and to meet the needs of
our municipality.

Part 6: Additional Information

Please upload a copy of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) program application associated
with this request OR a 2-page executive summary providing an overview of the project:
BRIC_Application_Narrative.pdf
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Provide any
additional information
about this project
(optional):

After the storm in on December 15, 2021, with 100mph sustained
winds, it was determined that our electrical distribution system was
not sufficient to withstand these types of winds. The electric
distribution system was damaged extensively, resulting in lengthy
power outages, and required help from four other municipal utilities
through mutual aid to help restore power to the community. The
electric distribution department performs regular maintenance on our
distribution system that covers fifty square miles and serves many
rural customers, during which severe weather events often delay or
cause additional repair work. A recent report from Climate Central, a
non-profit research group, revealed that from 2000 to 2021, 84% of all
reported power outages were caused by a weather-related event. The
North American Electric Reliability Corporation researcher found
more than 1,500 cases of extreme weather-related power outages
since 2000, including those caused by high wind; heavy rain and
thunderstorms; winter weather, including snow, ice and freezing rain;
and wildfires. The system we have now was not built in a time and
climate we are experience now. We need to rebuild the system to
create a more resilient and reliable electric distribution system. This
project will strengthen the existing electrical system to help mitigate
exposure to future storms. A study of our entire electrical system has
been completed with recommendations of multiple stages to replace
the current system to help prevent future loss. The requested
matching funds will help alleviate our fund to help further our rebuild
into the next phases. The cost of this project has went from $1.5
million to now $2.7 million. The unforeseen cost increases have
slowed our progress in building a sustainable electrical grid to our
customers.

Part 7: Terms and Conditions

Understanding of
Fund Release
Requirements:

checked

Understanding of Use
of Funds:

checked

Understanding of
Reporting
Requirements:

checked

Authority to Make
Grant Application:

checked

Persons and Titles:
The following
persons are
responsible for
making this Build
Kansas Fund
application.

Shayla
Peck
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Position/Title: Treasurer

Additional: Kayla
Schneider

Position/Title: Assistant City Manager

Additional: Jon
Quinday

Position/Title: City Manager

Additional: Ashley
Mai

Position/Title: City Clerk

Internal Form
ED District: Northwest

Project Primary Zip
Code:

67665.0

Sector: Energy

Application Overview
and
Recommendation:

n/a

7



Zip Code % of project in zip code State
67665 100 Kansas

100
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Source Amount
BIL Grant Funds 2039650
Build Kansas Funds 339941.6
Applying Entity Funds 339941.6

TOTAL 2719533
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